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( ΝΣ ΥΜΟΒΑΌΒ 13 τοί ysor( )C,OADB 
Fpllowing confirms telephonic report: Member Legal Staff 
International Conmittee Red Cross attending current conference | 
indicated to U.S. Delegate that Soviet Union had approached 
committee to serve as inspection authority in Cuba several days 
before first press announcement contained NEW YORK TIMES 
Meveaber 2. After very careful consideration in view uniqueness 


or rele syggested ig was determined that committce would agzco 


it ascepged hy both cides, subject to following condi¢icqns; 

a, that*tn making inspections the committee would be’ accompanied 
by a representative from poth sides in order to avoid any later 
gHarges of favoritism. B. that in addition to inspections 

the committee would be allowed to perform its usual humpnitarien 
role in Cuba, and in this regard American prisoners there were 
specifically mentioned, end confirmation interim report: 


, : . Ἵ 
Conference got off to flying start at opening ceremony on 
November 4 addressed by Governog ‘Munoz Marin and Mayoress gf San 
Juan, followed by reception at City Hall approximately 150° 
Cubans carrying anti-Castro plao&rds demonstrated peacefully 
and good~-naturedly at entrance, Opening ceremony held in 
downtown theatre. ‘hree page circular letter attacking Castro 
regime and tailored for Red Cross Conference distributed tc 
Delegates.situation would have undoubtedly been different hac 
Cubans attended twenty-four (#) lapse between receipt knowledge 
Cuban withdrawal from Conference and opening ceremony: Ε ortunate 
all Latin American countries except Cube answered roll call at 


Plenary Session November 5. 


Absence Cuba noted but not subjdct comment, This session confined 

to explanation ¢oafetence and adoption ef egenda. Delegetes. 
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-2-Unnumbered, November 6, from San Juan 


divided into six working groups, which will complete work and 
begin submitting reports November 9. Press coverage to date 


good general atmosphere serious and cordial with no 
divergencies from subject at hand. 
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